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23 June 2017  
 
Dear Graeme, 
 
 
Land Reform – Implementation  
 
I wrote to you on 26 July 2016 to follow up my discussion with the Committee on 28 
June, when I explained that we intend to take a phased approach to implementing 
land reform related legislation.  I set out what was then our planned timetable.   
 
I would like to update you on our plans to implement the remaining provisions of the 
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 relevant to my portfolio and the related right to buy 
provisions of the Community Empowerment Act 2015.   
 
Progress 
 
We have made significant progress on land reform in the past year.  The five 
Scottish Land Commissioners and the Tenant Farming Commissioner were 
appointed by Ministers and their appointments approved by Parliament by the end of 
2016 as anticipated.  The Commission became operational on 1 April 2017, on time 
and on budget. Recently I was pleased to approve the appointment of its first 
permanent Chief Executive, and the Commissioners have embarked on a 
comprehensive engagement programme and are preparing their first three-year 
strategic plan which will be submitted to Ministers in September for approval. I 
continue to be very confident that the Commission will make a significant contribution 
to land reform in Scotland, including exploring how to increase the productive use of 
Scotland’s land to drive improved economic, social and cultural wellbeing.  The 
Commission is holding its first annual conference at the end of September, when it 
hopes to launch its strategic plan and a detailed work plan for the year ahead. 
   
We have consulted on a Land Rights and Responsibilities Statement and published 
the responses on 30 March.  We are on course to lay the final Statement in 



 

 

Parliament in the coming months.  Our consultation on guidance on engaging 
communities in decisions relating to land closed on 16 June and we intend to publish 
the final guidance early in 2018.      
 
Register of Controlling Interests 
 
Work towards establishing a Register of Controlling Interests has continued and we 
have been engaged in detailed discussions with a wide range of interested parties.  
We issued a consultation on our outline proposals last September and we intend 
publishing the factual analysis of the responses shortly. We will notify clerks of the 
Committee when that takes place.   
 
My officials have also been liaising closely with their UK Government counterparts as 
they develop their own related proposals in this challenging and complex policy area.  
I believe that it is critical that we take these proposals into account in order to avoid 
imposing requirements on companies and other legal entities that could result in 
double reporting.  The full scope and the timing of the proposed UK regulations is not 
yet clear.  
 
Our intention has been to lay the regulations for our register in November 2017, 
however I think it is important that we carefully consider this timetable in the light of 
the UK Government’s legislative programme when details become known.  I will 
write again to the Committee with a further update when the position is clearer.  In 
due course, the Scottish Parliament will have the opportunity to scrutinise our 
proposals under the enhanced affirmative procedure set out in the Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2016.   
 
Community Right to Buy 
 
The development of the regulations required to introduce new rights to buy for 
communities has been delayed by competing priorities and our anticipated timetable 
for this work is now as follows.   

We plan to carry out stakeholder engagement on the detail of our proposals to 
introduce the right to buy abandoned, neglected and detrimental land over the 
Summer, with the intention of making and laying the regulations in Parliament in the 
autumn. 
 
As set out last year, it is our intention to defer the introduction of the right to buy to 
further sustainable development (under Part 5 of the 2016 Act) in order to allow time 
for the right to buy abandoned, neglected and detrimental land (under Part 3A) to 
settle in.   
 
We are considering the timetable for taking the regulations forward for the revised 
crofting community right to buy.  
Scottish Land Commission  
 
I wrote to the Committee on 11 November 2016 to advise on the approach taken to 
the appointment of the first members of the Scottish Land Commission and I 
committed to the next round of appointments being regulated by the Commissioner 



 

 

for Ethical Standards for Public Life in Scotland.  To facilitate that, an affirmative 
Order under the Public Appointments and Public Bodies etc. (Scotland) Act 2003 has 
been prepared and it is our intention to lay this shortly.  We will also this year be 
laying affirmative Regulations under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 to provide 
for the external audit of the Scottish Land Commission’s accounts to be conducted 
by Audit Scotland.  Officials will be in contact with Committee’s clerks regarding the 
precise timings.   
 
Following the Committee’s approval of the appointments of the members of the Land 
Commission, I would like to advise you on the length of appointment for each 
member, which are as follows: 
 

 Andrew Thin (Chair) - 5 years commencing on 19 December 2016 and ending 
on 18 December 2021 

 Bob McIntosh (Tenant Farming Commissioner) - 5 years commencing on 19 
December 2016 and ending on 18 December 2021 

 Professor David Adams (Land Commissioner) - 4 years commencing on 19 
December 2016 and ending on 18 December 2020  

 Lorne McLeod (Land Commissioner) - 5 years commencing on 19 December 
2016 and ending on 18 December 2021 

 Megan MacInnes (Land Commissioner) - 4 years commencing on 19 
December 2016 and ending on 18 December 2020 

 Dr Sally Reynolds (Land Commissioner) - 5 years commencing on 19 
December 2016, and ending on 18 December 2021 

 
I look forward to continuing to engage with the Committee on the progress being 
made to implement the land reform legislation and I trust that this letter is helpful in 
that regard.   

  
 
       Yours, 

                
 
        
                   Roseanna Cunningham 
 
 


